
IT�S ALMOST 
CHRISTMAS . .

CHRISTMAS TREE DECORATING
Get into the Christmas spirit at The Bandroom, Low Mill, on Tuesday 16th
December at 7pm.  Come along and help decorate the Christmas Tree and 
Hall in preparation for the party and try a mince pie.  All welcome.

FARNDALE�S CHILDREN�S CHRISTMAS PARTY
We invite all resident Farndale children and any children visiting the dale to join 
the party on Sunday 28th December at The Bandroom, Low Mill.

4.00 � 6.00 pm     Party Games suitable for under 9�s
6.00 pm                Older Children Arrive
6.15 pm                Tea served for all Children
7.00 pm                Father Christmas arrives to hand out presents
7.30 pm                Older Children�s Games commence for 9-16�s
10-10.30 pm         End

Any older children who wish to arrive earlier than 6.00 pm are welcome to do 
so. Likewise any younger children who wish to stay later than 7.30 pm may do 
so, however it should be noted the games will be geared for the older children.

There is no charge to attend but donations of biscuits, buns or cakes for the tea 
would be most appreciated.  Savouries will be provided.  We will also be 
holding a raffle and prizes would be most welcome.

If you are unable to attend the party you can collect your child�s present 
from the Daffy Caffy following the party.  Presents will be returned to 
Santa�s Grotto if not collected by 15 January 2009.

A NOTE FOR 2009
FEC AGM Sunday 25th January 2009 at The Feversham Arms, Farndale 

For further information please contact Sally Potter, FEC Secretary, 
Low Bragg Farm.  Tel:  01751 XXXXXX email: braggfarm



FARNDALE DIARY
December 2008
6th

9th

10th

16th

18th

21st

24th

24th

24th

28th

31st

10:30 am
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
2:00 pm
4:00 pm
7:30 pm
8:00 pm
4:00 pm
8:00 pm

Lastingham
Village Hall
Band Room
Band Room
Village Hall
High Farndale Chapel
St Mary�s Church
St Marys Church
Feversham Arms
Band Room
Feversham Arms

Walk with Phil Collier
Domino Drive
YCA � A bit of a do
Decorate Band Room Womens 
Institute
Carol Service
Crib service
Christmas Holy Communion
Carols, Quiz & Xmas Fun
Childrens Christmas Party
Party Time

January 2009
13th

15th

16th

21st

25th

28th

7:30 pm
7:30 pm

2:00 pm
8:00 pm
7:30 pm

Village Hall
Village Hall

Cropton Village Hall
Feversham Arms 
Band Room

Domino Drive
Womens Institue
Feb Newsletter Copy Date
�A History of Farndale� Talk
FEC AGM 
Yorkshire Countrywomens

February 2009
10th

19th

25th

7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm

Village Hall
Village Hall
Band Room

Domino Drive
Womens Institue
Yorkshire Countrywomens

March 2009

10th

10th

19th

21st

25th

7:30 pm
10:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm

Village Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall
Band Room
Band Room

Domino Drive
100 Club Draw
Womens Institue
Emily Barker
Yorkshire Countrywomens



COME & JOIN THE FUN AT THE FEVERSHAM ARMS

Christmas Eve
Christmas Carol Sing-
A-Long

Fun Christmas Quiz

Buffet

Starts 8pm

Christmas Day
Opening times 11:30am 
� 3.30pm hours.

Bookings only for lunch.

New Years Eve
Party Time at the Feversham 
Arms

Disco

Buffet

Starts 8 pm

FEVERSHAM ARMS INN, FARNDALE
CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR OPENING TIMES

Christmas Eve Lunch    12pm � 2pm Food Served
Eve         6pm � Closing Food Served 6pm �8pm

Christmas Day Lunch     11:30am � 3:30pm Food � Bookings Only
Eve Closed

Boxing Day         Lunch    12pm � 4pm Food Served
Eve         8pm � Closing

New Years Eve Lunch    12pm � 2pm Food Served
Eve         6pm � Closing Food Served 6pm � 8pm

New Years Day Lunch     12pm � 3pm Food Served
Eve          8pm � Closing



MoorsWeb Broadband Update
Moorsweb broadband continues to be our successful community broadband project in 
Farndale, Rosedale , Bransdale, Rudland, Hartoft, Gillamoor & Fadmoor . 

The physical equipment assets of the group are owned by the community and most of 
them were purchased by the original Yorkshire Forward & NYCC grant. The assets 
are all installed on property owned/rented by members of the community, and the 
whole network depends on the support & cooperation of the community.

A major upgrade to the network infrastructure has taken place in Farndale recently as 
part of an ongoing plan to improve the network as a whole. The main objectives of the 
upgrade were improved reliability the network and increased internal capacity of the 
network to support the growth in usage by the community. This was generally very 
successful with just a few minor wrinkles. Success in this case means the number of 
support calls has dropped dramatically and people are generally telling me that 
performance is much better.

The plan is now being developed to carry out the same upgrade everywhere else in 
the network, and we are working with a Yorkshire Forward funded organisation called 
NYNET to improve the capacity of our connections through our gateways to the public 
internet. 

Our community has about 134 installations within it and a small number are still added 
each month, although new installations are now paid for by the people who want 
them as the grant funding has run out. The price of new installations has reduced 
again following the last committee meeting as we have found cheaper equipment and 
I have become quicker at connecting an installation.

Our annual AGM will take place again in the New-Year. By popular request from last 
year, it will be held later when the weather is (hopefully) better, so our committee have 
selected Mon 27th April at 7.30pm. The venue will again be Hutton le Hole village 
hall. Everyone is welcome and all committee positions will again be open for
nominations.

If anyone would like to know anything further, please contact either your local 
committee member or Barry Sunley on 01751 XXXXXX.

Barry Sunley



FARNDALE YCA
The Farndale branch of the Yorkshire Country Womens� Association usually meets on 
the 4th Wednesday of the month at 7:30 in the Band Room for a wide variety of talks 
and other activites.

The December meeting is �A bit of Do� at 7:30 on 10th December in Band Room. 

Details of 2009 meetings not yet available please contact Cath Featherstone on 
01751 XXXXXX.

LASTINGHAM / SPAUNTON WALK 
On December 6th I will be leading a 5 mile circular walk.We meet at 10.30 am 
at the Blacksmiths Arms at Lastingham and call in at Philip Trevellyns fllour 
mill at Spaunton, there will be a bowl of soup and you can sample his bread. 
Then onto Hutton le Hole and back to Lastingham where we shall be given a 
short tour of Lastingham Church. Anyone is most welcome to join us, this walk 
is organised through The North Yorks Moors Association. Ring for more
details.

Phil Collier, 01751 XXXXXX.

WOMENS INSTITUTE
Farndale WI meets in the Village Hall at Church Houses on the 3rd Thursday 
of Each Month at 7:30 all Women are welcome. Come along and meet some 
new friends.

NEWSLETTER
The Farndale Newsletter is a community newsletter written by the community 
for the community, funded by East Farndale Parish Council, FEC and some 
donations. It is also available online at http://www.farndale.org. If you have 
never written anything why not make it you new years resolution to do 
something. Copy date for the February Newsletter is 16th January 2009, 
please send all donations to James at Holly Bush, Farndale, Tel: 01751 
XXXXXX or email: news@farndale.org .
James Thurtell



A HISTORY OF FARNDALE
A huge thank you to everyone who attended my History Of Farndale Talk on 
the 31st October. The evening was a great success with 120 people attending 
and raised over £400 for the Village Hall. 

Thank you to James Thurtell for his excellent publicity and also Richard Potter 
for organising the evening. The biggest thank you of all, however, goes to the 
ladies of the W.I. Not only was it their suggestion that I do the talk but they
also made a little bit of tea and cake go a very long way. As I said at the talk, I 
intend to do another one next year entitled 'Farndale in the 20th Century' and 
would like to collect stories, from former as well as current residents, of the 
earlier years of the last century. So please get in touch either by phone on 
XXXXXX or email parishpicture@aol.com. 

Finally, anybody that missed my talk but wished they hadn't, I am doing it 
again on the 21st January 2009 at Cropton Village Hall, at 2pm.

Dave Mead

Farndale Village Hall Produce Auction
The Village Hall produce auction was held on Friday 21st November with a 
wide range of home cooked and locally grown produce, household articles, 
art and promises kindly donated by village hall supporters. Thank you very 
much on behalf of the committee for all your generous donations.

The auction attendance was a little sparse but the buyers present were willing 
and enthusiastic bidders for the bargains available, particularly some of the 
younger participants. Piggy-banks had surely been raided that night.

Top bids of the night were for a load of logs kindly donated by Brian Pask and 
bought by the Feversham Arms, a day's shooting at Esk House kindly 
donated by John Wheldon and bought by Mike Sly, and a meal for two at the 
Feversham bought by Jean Perry .

The total amount raised by the auction was about £440. Thanks again to 
everyone who contributed the huge range of goods too numerous to list and to 
everyone who bought something.

Barry Sunley



CHURCH AND CHAPEL
HIGH FARNDALE CHAPEL

The Members of High Farndale Chapel would like to than everybody for 
support at our Harvest Festival. The Preacher being Robin Jackson, Organist 
Mrs M Ward and Mr E Featherstone our auctioneer. The total of �580 was 
made for Chapel Funds.

Our Christmas, Carol Service, will be held on Sunday 21st December at 
2:00pm organised by Rev N Davie. Everyone is most welcome. 

Arthur Carter

ST MARY�S

A very big thank you again to all who helped at the final Churchyard grass cut! The 
Churchyard has looked neat and tidy all year and the help has been much 
appreciated by all!

St. Mary�s looked lovely for the Harvest Festival on October 10th, thanks to all who 
helped, especially Maurice and David. Some of Farndale�s children took part in the 
service and put on a wonderful performance, playing recorders and reading poetry. 
Well done to them!

Thanks also to the helpers in the Village Hall, and the providers of the supper and 
prizes! Dominoes were enjoyed by all who stayed. Derek Kendal won first prize and 
Janet Campling won the booby prize! �100 was sent to the charity for Water Aid

On Sunday 9th November the Remembrance Day Service was held, jointly with 
Farndale Chapel. It was a moving occasion, remembering the fallen of past and 
present wars. Seeing Richard lay a wreath from the Feversham Arms, wearing his 
uniform was a stark reminder of our soldiers involved in the current conflicts.

On the 24th December at 7-30pm come and join us for our Christmas service of Holy 
Communion as we welcome the new born Christ child into the world with carols and 
readings. We join our Methodist friends on the 21st for their carol service and we 
would be delighted to welcome them for our worship on Christmas Eve. There will be 
mince pie and sherry or tea afterwards.

The Crib service for children will be at 4-00 pm. on Christmas Eve. See back page
Lisbeth Matthewman and Eleanor Dowsland



PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS
Parish Council meeting was held on Tuesday November 4th:

A letter has been received from the North Yorkshire Moors National Park 
Authority (NYMNPA) regarding a government consultation on direct elections 
for National Park Officers. It was agreed that the Parish Council have no 
comment to make on the subject at this time.

A letter has been received from NYMNPA regarding the ploughing etc., of 
Public Footpaths and Bridleways. Enclosed with it was an Advice Note and 
this has been put on the Church Houses notice board.

Confirmation has been received that planning permission for the garden room 
at Cragg House has been passed.

A Planning Application has been received from NYMNPA relating to the Public 
Footpath from the old schoolhouse to the Church. The footpath is currently 
shown on maps as running across the old Schoolhouse patio whereas, in fact, 
it starts further down the road. The intention of the Application is to correct 
future maps.

Dave Mead has contacted Ryedale District Council Highways Dept. with 
regard to several places in Farndale where water is spilling out onto the road 
from blocked gutters. Graham Ward from Highways is investigating.

Dave Mead

DOMINOES
The Christmas Domino Drive this year will be held on December 9th 2008. 
This is a great social occasion to meet with Friends and Neighbours and play 
dominoes. Being Christmas there will be a bit of supper as well and the usual 
Raffle which will no doubt have a few extra seasonal prizes. You may just win 
that Christmas present you couldn�t find in the shops and everyone is 
welcome.

The domino drive season continues on 13th January 2009 when again old or 
young, novice or experienced player you can be assured of a warm reception. 
The February Domino Drive will be on the10th.

James Thurtell



VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB
There has been a good response to the Village Hall 100 club considering the 
draw is not until next March, although there are still plenty of numbers to be 
sold.

The 100 numbers each of which costs £10. At the March Dominoe Drive the 
numbers will be drawn for a cash prize.

1st Prize is £125
2nd Prize is £75
3Rd Prize is £50

Anyone wishing to join or knowing any one who would like a number should 
contact James Thurtell at Holly Bush, Tel: 01751 XXXXXX email: 
news@farndale.org. or why not give one as a Christmas present!

The 100 club is promoted by Richard Potter, Treasurer, Farndale Village Hall

Chimney Sweeping ~ contact as above



And so this is Christmas�by TOPO

We enter that season of the year so beloved by children � and some adults too. Our 
time of festivity and merrymaking which marks the end of one year, and the start of 
the next. But where did it all start? Why do we have the traditions of Christmas?

To find the first Christmas traditions would be difficult if not impossible today. As to the 
date of "Christ's Mass"? Why December the 25th? That the date actually goes back to 
Rome with a festival called 'Saturnalia'. A lot of Romans at the time of the adoption of 
Christianity into the Roman Empire (AD325) had various feasts. It was a time of 
revelry, celebration, eating and drinking. It was at the same time both a solstice 
observance and a harvest festival. On the Julian calendar it was proclaimed in 46 c.e., 
that the Saturnalia would fall on December twenty- fifth.

Mistletoe was used by Druid priests 200 years before the birth of Christ in their winter 
celebrations. They revered the plant which has no roots yet remains green during 
winter. However the Vikings associated the plant with Frigga, their goddess of love, 
whence we derive the custom of kissing under the mistletoe.

In the Middle Ages, in Germany, a play depicted the story of Adam and Eve's 
expulsion from the Garden of Eden. A fir tree hung with apples was used to symbolize 
the Garden of Eden -- the Paradise Tree. The Christmas Tree was brought to England 
by Queen Victoria's husband, Prince Albert from his native Germany. The Illustrated 
News etching in 1848, featuring the Royal Family of Victoria, Albert and their children 
gathered around a Christmas tree in Windsor Castle,

For the Christmas Stocking, the legend has it that a baron � depressed after the death 
of his wife squandered his fortune. This left his three young daughters without dowries 
and thus facing a life of spinsterhood. St. Nicholas set out to help and rode his white 
horse by the nobleman's house. He threw three small pouches of gold coins down the 
chimney where they fell into the stockings the young women had hung by the fireplace 
to dry.

And we must not forget St Nicholas � or Santa Claus � himself. St. Nicholas was a 
generous man, particularly devoted to children. After his death around 340 A.D. he 
was buried in Myra, Turkey. Italian sailors stole his bones about 600 years later, and 
had him re-tombed in Bari. He is now the Patron Saint of Russia. In Greece the 
patron Saint of Sailors. In France the Patron saint of lawyers (I thought they had no 
need of any more gifts), and in Belgium � children. He lost popularity around the 
world for a time, but regained it in Holland where the Dutch spelling of his name Sint 
Nikolaas was eventually transformed to Sinterklaas or Santa Claus as we know him 
today.

Lots of legends, but still � only one Christmas Day. Do please have a safe and 
peaceful one.



THE BAND ROOM

Saturday 21st March � Doors 7:30pm � Emily Barker & Red Clay Halo

Mesmerising otherworldly Australian singer who's been here once before solo but now 
returns with her full band THE RED CLAY HALO. Emily is the missing link between 
LUCINDA WILLIAMS, GILLIAN WELCH, CAT POWER, RICKIE LEE JONES, THE 
BE GOOD TANYAS, RACHEL UNTHANK & WINTERSET, SANDY DENNY and 
CALEXICO....and wait, there's a KENNETH BRANAGH connection too... 

Tickets �12:50 from 01751 XXXXXX email: info@thebandroom.co.uk or buy online 
from www.thebandroom.co.uk

From The Band Room Website http://www.thebandroom.co.uk/

EDITORIAL
Christmas means different things to different people, to many it is a family 
time, to some a religious festival, others a time of rest and yet others a time for 
a good party. Regardless of how you spend Christmas on behalf of the 
Farndale Newsletter, and its many contributors I would like to wish everyone a 
Very Merry Christmas and a Very Happy New Year.

VILLAGE HALL QUIZ
Friday 26th October saw the Feversham Arms so full additional chairs were 
required for Mike Stanley�s Village Hall General Knowledge Quiz. The quiz 
and accompanying raffle raised roughly �250 for village hall funds.

Thanks to Mike for setting the quiz and Richard and Rachel for hosting the 
event.

James Thurtell



You are invited to a Candlelit
CRIB SERVICE

On Christmas Eve at St. Mary�s 
Farndale.

At 4.00 p.m.

This service is always very special and especially 
suitable for younger children, but everyone is 
most welcome. It will last approximately � an 
hour and end with warm juice and biscuits.

If the children have a soft toy animal of the kind 
found in a stable, perhaps it could accompany 
them.

Please wear warm clothes and bring a torch or 
lantern to light your way.  It would be good to 
arrive a few minutes early, so that we are ready to 
begin at 4 o�clock.

Shirley-Ann Collier Tel. 01751 XXXXXX.


