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The 102nd Farndale Show will take place this year on Bank Holiday Monday 
August 25th. The livestock classes will be back following last years out break 
of Foot and Mouth disease in Surrey, but we will be keeping the bale pushing, 
tug o�war and falconry displays which so effectively field the gap last year. We 
also see the return of the Clydesdale Horse Display and a couple of special 
attractions for this year: Petwise Zoo and Pesky Husky Trekking.

This year�s president is Lucy Tinsley who was Secretary for a good number of 
years before retiring in 2003. Also this year, some classes are dedicated to 
Marie Curie Cancer Trust, which is celebrating its 60th anniversary this year. 
Entry money from these classes will be donated to the charity.

Schedules are now available contact Beryl Smith XXXXXX, Cath 
Featherstone XXXXXX or Richard Potter XXXXXX. Entries close 16th August 
- but why not get them in early!!!

The Steward�s meeting will be held at Church Houses Village Hall on 30th July 
2008 at 8.00 pm.

Beryl Smith, Cath Featherstone, James Thurtell � Poster: Robbie Sanderson 

Online: http://www.farndale.org email: news@farndale.org



FARNDALE DIARY
July 2008
29th All Day Welburn Park Ryedale Show

August 2008
6th

10th

12th

15th

21st

24th

25th

6:00 pm
11:00 pm

Eve
8:00
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
All Day

St Mary�s Church
Wether Hill Farm

Feversham Arms
Feversham Arms
Village Hall
Band Room
Show Field

Community Grass Cut
Hull Auto Club 
Motorcycle Trial
Pool Evening
Tug O�War Competition
Women�s Institute
Eilen Jewell 
Farndale Show

September 2008
7th

18th

24th

7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm

Band Room
Village Hall
Band Room

Bowerbirds
Womens Institute
YCA - Mr Bill Tetlow
Donkey Sanctuary

October 2008
14th

15th

22nd

7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm

Village Hall
Village Hall
TBA

Domino Drive
Womens Institute
YCA � Christmas Meal

FUN DAY
The fun day was held on Saturday 19th July. Although it was very wet and 
most of the outdoor events were cancelled the people who attended sill made 
the best of the afternoon. Events which were held were the duck race, welly 
throwing, children�s games egg throwing ind the barbeque. The duck race was 
run in record timedue to the fact the river was almost in flood, the winners 
were:

1st Cameron Spiller
2nd J M Ellis
3rd J Earnshaw

Many Thanks to all who sold ducks and everyone who came on such a wet
day.

Mike Sunley



EDITORIAL
I am aware there have been one or two comings and goings from the dale so 
firstly I would like to welcome all new readers. I would also like to thank all the 
contributors to this edition, especially all the new ones. We are always on the 
lookout for new and different contributions and have some in this edition, if 
you feel you can do better or something different please do send it in to me. 
The editorial policy is an open one and so within reason and subject to 
available space I try to use everything. So why not send me something for the 
next edition.

One new departure in this edition is the first �Commercial� advert. Although I 
don�t charge for adverts from individuals, I have proposed a donation to FEC 
for commercial ones and set a modest charging scale for anyone else wishing 
to place similar adverts. 

CHURCH GRASS CUTTING
A big thank you to all those of you who came along to help with grass cutting 
(and catering!) on the 4th June! The event was postponed for 24 hours due to 
adverse weather conditions! The next grass cutting will take place on 
Wednesday 6th August, Please come along and join in. It is a big job which 
needs many hands to get it done on the night! There will be the usual 
barbecue afterwards!

Lisbeth Mattewman

CHURCH FLOWER FESTIVAL
There will be a Festival of Flowers at St. Mary�s Church over the August Bank 
Holiday weekend. Maurice Harland has very kindly offered to plan this and it 
should be well worth seeing! The word �wedding� is likely to feature in the title 
of the theme for the festival.

Lisbeth Mattewman



YORKSHIRE COUNTY WOMEN�S ASSOCIATION
The Farndale Branch of YCA meets the 4th Wednesday of every month 
(except August) at 7.30pm, in the Band Room Low Mill. 
New members are always welcome, just turn up and try us out for the 
evening.

Forthcoming events:

Ryedale Show Tuesday 29th July � Farndale members will be participating in 
the YCA sections at this years show, as well as the usual classes to enter, 
there will be a Tombola, display/demonstration by Pickering Patches, YCA 
Crafts and a display celebrating 25 years of the YCA, called Made in 
Yorkshire

August � No Meeting
September 24th � Mr Bill Tetlow � Subject � Donkey Sanctuary
October 22nd � Christmas comes early!! Our annual night out for a meal -
venue to be decided.
November 26th � Iris Brunton � Subject - Ginger Bread Houses.

Following last months very interesting meeting a donation was made to 
Elspeth Robinson to purchase a cow (to be named Daffodil) in Uganda. 
Approximately 20 jumpers will also be passed on in the next week or two, 
which will also go out to Uganda shortly, many thanks to those who continue 
to knit the various items for charity.

Cath Featherstone Tel XXXXXX

�AND THANKS FROM ELSPETH
Thank you to the YCA for inviting me to their meeting on Wednesday. I 
enjoyed my visit and telling you a little bit about life in Kumi, Uganda. Thank 
you for your very generous donation of a cow which will be called Daffodil. My 
email address is @yahoo.co.uk. I have found your webpage easy and 
interesting to follow. 

Thanks, kind regards, 

Elspeth Robinson



HULL AUTO VILLAGE HALL TRIAL
On Sunday 10th August 2008 Hull Auto Club will be holding a Charity Motorcycle Trial 
in aid of Farndale Village Hall Fund. All profits from the event and barbeque after the 
event will be donated to the fund.

The Trial will start at 11:00AM at Mike Sunley�s farm (Wether Hill Farm, High 
Farndale) and due to the generosity of Mike, Annie Elisabeth Aconley, Stuart 
Featherstone and Brian and Joan Aconley in allowing us to use their land, the riders 
will be able to take part in a fantastic event with some really great natural terrain.

Spectators are welcome  (no admission fee)  but if you bring a dog it must be on a 
lead at all times with no exceptions as farm animals  will be in the area the event is 
taking place. Please take any litter you bring, home with you. The Barbeque will start 
mid-afternoon and refreshments will be on sale throughout the day. If anyone can help 
in any way with Refreshments / Barbeque etc your offers will be gratefully received. 
Please Contact Mike Sunley on XXXXXX or Jayne Peace on XXXXX. 
Jayne Peace



AN EVENING AT YCA
I spent a wonderful evening with the Countrywomen on Wednesday 23rd 
April, after a drive from my home in the vale of York on a beautiful sunny 
evening to your dale, famous for its daffodils. Idyllic to the visitor with ewes 
and lambs happily grazing, fantastic scenery and quaint stone houses. In my 
job as Rural Development Officer for the Churches Regional Commission for 
Yorkshire & The Humber, where I work very closely with Farm Crisis Network, 
supporting farmers and their families when they encounter problems in their 
working and personal lives, I am well aware this can be a long way from 
idyllic. As a farmer's daughter and a farmer's wife, I appreciate the difficulties 
faced by the industry, especially over the last 10 years with increased disease 
threats, huge changes in policy and the heavy burden of paperwork, most 
particularly on the livestock industry.

The ladies were an excellent audience and from their own varying 
backgrounds, they all had empathy for the work we are trying to do.

If you need a bit of support or someone to talk things over with, I would be 
pleased to hear from you on 07734 079459.

Thank you for making me so welcome at The Bandroom - it has always been 
an ambition of mine to visit that venue and it was a real pleasure. As I left at 
about 10pm, the stillness and the peace were very apparent.

I wish you all continued success for your many efforts within your own 
community when it is not always easy to feel appreciated and the lack of 
support from our remote policymakers.
Kate Dale

CHRISTIAN AID
The total raised in Farndale following the recent house to house collection was 
£156.40. The 2007 figure was £179.10. The Helmsley / Kirkbymoorside area 
total was £10,952.43 compared to £10,459.31 in 2007.

Thank you everyone who helped towards this total. Christian Aid is at the 
forefront in giving ongoing practical help as well as emergency aid to areas 
and communities in the world who need it. Likewise, for their unstinting 
political campaigning against injustice in the world.



Shirley-Ann Collier

COME PULLING
There will a grand Tug O�War competition and barbeque at the Feversham 
Arms on Friday 15th August 2008 in aid of the Village Hall. Teams of 6? 
Should register with Mike Sly, who can provide full details. There will be an 
entry fee of �10 per team.

The barbeque will cost �X  per person.

Everyone welcome, come along and support a team.
Mike Sly

POOL CHAMPIONSHP
The Feversham Arms Pool Championship will take place on Tuesday 
Evening 12th August 2008. The competition will be open to 16 players. There 
will be a �2:00 entrance fee. There will be cash prizes for the winner and 
runner up. Plus a trophy to be engraved with the winners name for the year. 
Hopefully the winner will allow the trophy to be displayed in the pub. 

The rules will be as the Eskdale league. Players wishing to enter should be 
eligible to play for the Feversham Arms in the future. They should enter their 
names on the sheet displayed in the bar. The purpose of the competition is to 
strengthen our pool team or possibly start a second team.
Richard Murray

100 CLUB
The 100 club has got off to a flying start with over 20 numbers already sold. 
Details and application form on enclosed leaflet.
James Thurtell 

COPY DATE
The Copy date for the October Edition of the Farndale Newsletter is 19th

September 2008. Please send items for publication to: 
� Holly Bush, Farndale, � XXXXXX � news@farndale.org
James Thurtell



Decimal measures? We British invented them
TOPO muses over weights and measures

Each day we seem to see more grams; more metres; more litres � and fewer 
pounds, pints and inches. I deal with French (metric) and Americans (British units). I 
dread the day when babies will be brought into the world in kilos (incidentally in 
Holland they still weigh babies in pounds and ounces).

However, we forget our great achievements in decimalisation. True, our first 
decimals were given to us courtesy of the Romans, but they were eminently more 
sensible than their latter day equivalents. What for example, is a kilometre? The 
exact definition was 1/40,000 of the length of the specific polar meridian - the 
longest meridian through French territory at that time, from Dunkirk to Barcelona. It 
may be difficult for us to check that as nowhere could I find it marked on the ground 
anywhere in France. However, compare its impracticality with our own much earlier 
decimal measure - the Mile. Do I hear the sound of heads shaking? 

The term mile derives from the Romans. They had great organisation, but limited 
technology. They had a very large empire, and a need to enforce standards of 
measurement throughout the countries under their control and - and more 
importantly taxation. One thing their legionnaires had was two feet. As they 
marched they counted the steps. 'Sinistra, dextra, sinistra, dextra,...' echoed 
through the woods and even nearby Wheeldale Moor. The long 'marching pace' or 
'pacum longum'' was from left foot up to left foot down. Count 1000 of those and you 
have 'milla paca' - or as we now call it - the 'mile'. They marked their route with 
'milestones' and to this day you can check the accuracy along any old road. Try it 
sometime - but do not lose count or you have to start again. Hundreds of 
legionnaires and thousands of paces make for a very good average - and what is 
1000 if not decimal.

As for volumes - we have the perfect example from the Saxons � the Gallon (- here 
I talk of the imperial gallon and not its upstart cousin, the US gallon - although that 
too has a sensible provenance). The Great British Gallon has a simple definition. It 
is the volume of 10 pounds of water. What more decimal a measure could you get? 
It tends to break down a little after that as the Saxons adopted a 'division-by-two' for 
both bigger and smaller volumes. They were so very practical. Anyone can measure 
roughly a half-way point in say a block of butter and cut it in two. So you have the 
gallon and two divisions later, the quart - then the pint. This is where the US gallon 
differs and their pint of water weighs 1 pound.

I could go on and on about our great British heritage - but that's for another time 
(and that definition derives from Babylon...)

TOPO  (TOPO is the nom de plume  of a new contributor) [ED: Sinistra � �left�, Dextra � �right�]



PUPPIES FOR SALE
Jack Russell puppies for sale
Short legged, nicely marked.

Contact Beverley Potter 01751 XXXXXX

PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS
Parish Council meeting for Farndale East was held on Tuesday 8th July in the 
Village Hall, Church Houses.

Actions taken following the Parish Plan meeting on 6th May 2008: 
� Dog waste bins would have to be paid for by the Parish Council, so we 

are hoping to find some grant funding;
� Mobile phones & lack of signal in Farndale � MOA (Mobile Operators 

Association) have been asked to investigate their current level of 
coverage within Farndale & should respond in October following their 
annual rollout plans for next year � this will be followed up; 

� The state of the roads � at the moment there is a shortage of money & 
Farndale is not a priority area, however this will be pursued & it is hoped 
to have the verges & hedges trimmed & tidied for the Show. 

� The audit has been completed & sent to Mazars for approval.

The John Stockton Educational Foundation gives grants to help finance 
further education & apprenticeships, these can be given annually for up to 3 
years applications should be in by May or November. For more information 
please ring XXXXXX.

Elisabeth Castle

MEDITATATION GROUP
Dates not arranged as yet, but meditations will begin again in September, at 
Bitchagreen Cottage. For details, tel. Shirley-Ann on XXXXXX nearer the time.

Shirley-Ann Collier



MUSIC SCENE
Farndale is well known for music and over the past couple of months there 
have been some great events. The midsummer music night on 20th June was 
a great evening with excellent entertainment raising �200 for the Village Hall 
thanks to all the musicians and Barry Sunley for organising it. The 4th July saw 
the first concert of a new musical venture, �Ryedale Live�, in the Bandroom, 
presenting some of the best local talent along side more established 
performers. The next event is in Hovingham Village Hall on 5th September and 
the Hutton-le Hole in November.

Farndale music from a different era has appeared on the web. Someone has 
uploaded six old recordings of a quartet of Farndale Chapel Singers to 
�YouTube�. Two of the singers are credited: Herbert Carter and Fred Wass. 
There�s also video of CMC playing a gig in the Feversham Arms!!!
James Thurtell

BAND ROOM
24th August 2008, Doors 7:30 � Eilen Jewell - Amazing new Country / Folk / 
Blues star. This could be the perfect way to spend the evening before the 
Farndale show. Tickets �15.

7th September 2008, Doors 7:30 � Bowerbirds - Transcendental Acoustic Nu-
Folk / Americana trio from Raleigh, North Carolina Tickets �12.50.

Information and tickets about from http://www.thebandroom.co.uk or 432900.
The Band Room Website
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BLOOD DONING
The National Blood Service is always on the lookout for new donors. Blood is 
essential to life and used in many medical procedures. There are donor 
sessions all over the area. Contact the blood service http://www.blood.co.uk
0845 7 711 711 for details. The next session in Kirkbymoorside is on 6th

August at the British Legion 2:00 - 4:00 & 5:00 - 7:00. So if you have never 
given blood why not consider it now.



CRICKET
These are the results of the matches played so far this season by High 
Farndale. Once again, we have been severely affected by the weather and 
once again, at the time of going to press, we are in with a chance of winning 
the Feversham League.

FEVERSHAM LEAGUE
Gillamoor (away) High Farndale won by 10 wickets
Harome (away) Harome won by 94 runs
Spout House (home) High Farndale won by 28 runs
Spout House (away) Match Abandoned (Rain) - Draw
Slingsby (home) Slingsby won by 5 wickets
Spout House (away) High Farndale won by 30 runs
Gillamoor (home) High Farndale won by 7 wickets
Harome (home) High Farndale won by 13 runs
Remaining Fixtures
Tues 22nd July - Slingsby (away)
Wed 23rd July - Harome (home) - tbc
Mon 28th July - Gillamoor (away) - tbc
Tues 29th July - Slingsby (home) - tbc

COUNTESS OF FEVERSHAM CUP
Duncombe Park (home) - Duncombe Park conceded the match
Slingsby (away) - To Be Arranged

FEVERSHAM LEAGUE SUPPLEMENTARY CUP 
Slingsby (away) Slingsby won by 6 wickets
Wombleton (home) - Wombleton conceded the match

HENRY FLINTOFT TROPHY - CASTLETON CUP
Ugthorpe (home) High Farndale won by 9 wickets
Castleton (away) Castleton won by 95 runs

That's it so far. There will be a full roundup in the next newsletter (weather 
permitting)

Dave Mead



FEC CHRISTMAS PARTY
Just a date for your diary, for anyone new to the Dale . . .The Children�s 
Christmas Party will be held on Sunday 28th December at The Bandroom, Low 
Mill.

The next Farndale Entertainment Committee meeting will be held at The 
Feversham Arms on Sunday 2 November at 8pm, to finalise arrangements for 
the party. All welcome. There�s only 160 days to Christmas!

Sally Potter � FEC Secretary

FEC SPRING QUIZ
The FEC Spring quiz raised �175 towards FEC funds although only two quiz 
sheets were returned. Consequently these two individuals were awarded fist 
and 2nd prize. A further �194 has been received from this year's Daffy Teas, 
thanks to all those involved.

George Loggie � FEC Treasurer

FEC email: fec@farndale.org

MARTIN HOUSE CHILDREN�S HOSPICE
You may have read in the Gazette earlier this year, that the Friends of 
Farndale, presented �10,950 to Martin House in January.  

Monies have continued rolling in, with Tony Flintoft and Michael Wood of The 
Farndale Shoot collecting �1263.01, thanks to the generosity of their guns. 
Amy Ellis has raised �56.00 by holding Bric a Brac stall over Daffy time. Both 
The Farndale Shoot and Amy Ellis have been great supporters of Martin 
House and we thank them for their continued hard work and kindness.

Sally Potter � Friends of Farndale Support Group for Martin House Children�s Hospice


